
Summer Reading 2017 
Incoming Grades 5 & 6 

Ancillae-Assumpta Academy 
 
Dear Summer Readers, 
 
Summer is a fabulous time to relax and read. This summer’s reading list encourages you to do 
just that with the theme of “Pick a Pair.”  This year the books have been paired by theme, 
genre, or author.  Select pairs of books that interest you.  As you read, make connections 
between characters, settings, themes, plots, or writing styles of the books. 
 
For your summer assignment: 
 

1. Choose one of the pairs of books you have read from the reading list. 
2. Complete the graphic organizer on the provided paper. 
3. Bring the graphic organizer to school in September.  You will use it for a class 

assignment. 
 
Check out these titles at your local library or at a bookstore near you.  Have a wonderful 
summer, and may the books you choose take you on many adventures! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pick a pair of books, experience twice the mystery. 
Find characters and adventure that mirror history. 

 
Pick a pair of books, double the fantasy of tales. 

Read biographies of heroes who have forged their own trails. 
 

Pick a pair of books, make the critical connection. 
Extend beyond the page, with two times the selection. 

 
Pick a pair of books! 

 
 



Fifth and Sixth Grades (Choose one pair) 
 

From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler by E.L. Konigsburg  

Two suburban children run away from their Connecticut home and go to New York's Metropolitan Museum of 

Art, where their ingenuity enables them to live in luxury. 

Chasing Vermeer by Blue Balliett 

When a book of unexplainable occurrences brings Petra, Andalee, and Calder Pillay together, strange things 

start to happen: seemingly unrelated events connect, an eccentric old woman seeks their company, and an 

invaluable Vermeer painting disappears. Before they know it, the two find themselves at the center of an 

international art scandal, where no one — neighbors, parents, teachers — is spared from suspicion. 

 

The Fourteenth Goldfish by Jennifer L. Holm 

Ellie's scientist grandfather has discovered a way to reverse aging, and consequently has turned into a teenager.  

This makes for complicated relationships when he moves in with Ellie and her mother, his daughter. 

When you Reach Me by Rebecca Stead 

As her mother prepares to be a contestant on the 1980s television game show, "The $20,000 Pyramid," a 

twelve-year-old New York City girl tries to make sense of a series of mysterious notes received from an 

anonymous source that seems to defy the laws of time and space. 

The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin 

The mysterious death of an eccentric millionaire brings together an unlikely assortment of heirs who must 

uncover the circumstances of his death before they can claim their inheritance.  

Jackpot by Gordon Korman 

Griffin Bing and his friends are trying to locate Mr. Fielder's missing thirty million dollar lottery ticket and 

thwart the local bully, Darren Vader, who wants to find it for himself.  Mr. Bing's latest invention may help. 

 

Sign of the Beaver by Elizabeth George Spear 

Although he faces responsibility bravely, thirteen-year-old Matt is more than a little apprehensive  

when his father leaves him alone to guard their new cabin in the wilderness. When a renegade  

white stranger steals his gun, Matt realizes he has no way to shoot game or to protect himself.  

When Matt meets Attean, a boy in the Beaver clan, he begins to better 

My Side of the Mountain by Jene Craighead George 

Sam Gribley is terribly unhappy living in New York City with his family, so he runs away to the  

Catskill Mountains to live in the woods—all by himself. With only a penknife, a ball of cord, forty  

dollars, and some flint and steel, he intends to survive on his own. Sam learns about courage,  

danger, and independence during his year in the wilderness, a year that changes his life forever. 

 

Pie by Sarah Weeks 

Alice's Aunt Polly passes away and entrusts the recipe for her world-famous pie crust to her cat, which she 

leaves in Alice's care, and as everyone, including Alice, tries to discover the secret ingredients, Alice learns 

some important lessons about faith, love, and family. 

Honey by Sarah Weeks 

It's always been just Melody and her father. But when she overhears her dad calling someone "honey," she 

decides it's up to her and her best friend, Nick, to discover who it is. 

 

Holes by Louis Sachar 

As further evidence of his family's bad fortune which they attribute to a curse on a distant relative, Stanley 

Yelnats is sent to a correctional camp in the Texas desert where he finds his first real friend, a treasure, and a 

new sense of himself. 

Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli  

After his parents die, Jeffrey Lionel Magee's life becomes legendary, as he accomplishes athletic and other feats 

which awe his contemporaries. 

 



 

Inkheart by Cornelia Funke 

Twelve-year-old Meggie learns that her father, who repairs and binds books for a living, can "read" fictional 

characters to life when one of those characters abducts them and tries to force him into service. 

Inkspell by Cornelia Funke 

When Dustfinger finds a crooked storyteller who can read him back to Inkscape, he leaves his apprentice Farid 

behind. Farid seeks out Meggie and the two follow him back into the enchanted book. 

 

George Washington's Spy (Time Travel Adventure) by Elvira Woodruff 

Ten-year-old Matt Carlton and six friends are accidentally swept back in time--to Boston in 1776!  

The British now occupy the city, and redcoat guards are everywhere! While the boys are being held  

captive by a den of Patriot spies, the girls have been taken in by a wealthy Tory family. 

Henry Knox: Bookseller, Soldier, Patriot by Anita Silvey 

A hearty eater, dapper dresser, bookseller to Loyalists and Patriots a like, and married into a  

staunch Loyalist family, Henry Knox may seem an unlikely hero. But his fascination with warfare  

and strategy and his support of the Patriot cause prepared him to do what no one else thought was  

possible: transport heavy artillery from Fort Ticonderoga, up and down snow-covered hills and  

across frozen lakes, to relieve the siege of Boston. 

 

Escape from Mr.Lemoncello”s Library by Chris Grabenstein 

Kyle Keeley is the class clown, popular with most kids, (if not the teachers), and an ardent fan of all games. His 

hero, Luigi Lemoncello, the most notorious and creative gamemaker in the world, just so happens to be the 

genius behind the building of the new town library. Lucky Kyle wins a coveted spot to be one of the first 12 

kids in the library for an overnight of fun, food, and lots and lots of games. But when morning comes, the doors 

remain locked. Kyle and the other winners must solve every clue and every secret puzzle to find the hidden 

escape route. And the stakes are very high. 
Mr. Lemoncello’s Library Olympics by Chris Grabenstein 

Welcome, boys and girls, readers of all ages, to the first-ever Library Olympiad! Kyle and his teammates are 

back. This time Mr. Lemoncello has invited teams from all across America to compete in the first ever 

LIBRARY OLYMPICS. Will it be fun? Something suspicious is going on . . . books are missing from Mr. 

Lemoncello’s library. Is someone trying to CENSOR what the kids are reading?! In between figuring out mind-

boggling challenges, the kids will have to band together to get to the bottom of this mystery. 

 

Ms. Bixby’s Last Day by John Davis Anderson 
Everyone knows there are different kinds of teachers. The good ones. The not-so-good ones. The boring ones, the 
mean ones, the ones who try too hard. The ones you’ll never remember, and the ones you want to forget. But Ms. 
Bixby is none of these.  
Gertie’s Leap to Greatness by Kate Beasley 

Gertie Reece Foy is 100% Not-From-Concentrate awesome. She has a daddy who works on an oil rig, a great-

aunt who always finds the lowest prices at the Piggly Wiggly, and two loyal best friends. So, when her absent 

mother decides to move away from their small town, Gertie sets out on her greatest mission yet. 

 

Echo by Pam Munoz Ryan 

Lost and alone in a forbidden forest, Otto meets three mysterious sisters and suddenly finds himself entwined in 

a puzzling quest involving a prophecy, a promise, and a harmonica. 

Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan 

Esperanza and her mother are forced to leave their life of wealth and privilege in Mexico to go work in the labor 

camps of Southern California, where they must adapt to the harsh circumstances facing Mexican farm workers 

on the eve of the Great Depression. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Half a World Away by Cynthia Kadohata 

Twelve-year-old Jaden, an emotionally damaged adopted boy fascinated by electricity, feels a connection to a 

small, weak toddler with special needs in Kazakhstan, where Jaden's family is trying to adopt a "normal" baby. 

The Thing about Luck by Cynthia Kadohata 

Just when twelve-year-old Summer thinks nothing else can possibly go wrong in a year of bad luck, an 

emergency takes her parents to Japan, leaving Summer to care for her little brother while helping her 

grandmother cook and do laundry for harvest workers. 

 

Among the Hidden by Margaret Peterson Haddix 

In a future where the Population Police enforce the law limiting a family to only two children, Luke has lived 

all his twelve years in isolation and fear on his family's farm, until another "third" convinces him that the 

government is wrong.  

Among the Imposters by Margaret Peterson Haddix 

In a future where the law limits a family to only two children, third-born Luke has been in hiding for the entire 

twelve years of his life, until he enters boarding school under an assumed name and is forced to face his fears. 

 

The Ghosts of Tupelo Landing by Sheila Turnage 
When Miss Lana accidentally buys a haunted inn at the Tupelo Landing town auction, Desperado 
Detectives--aka Mo LoBeau and her best friend Dale--open up a paranormal division to solve the ghost's 
identity before the town's big 250th anniversary bash.  
Three Times Lucky by Sheila Turnage 
Washed ashore as a baby in tiny Tupelo Landing, North Carolina, Mo LoBeau, now eleven, and her best 
friend, Dale, turn detective when the amnesiac Colonel and his cook, Miss Lana, seem implicated in a 
murder.  
 

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer 

When fourteen-year-old William Kamkwamba's Malawi village was hit by a drought, everyone's crops began to 

fail. Without enough money for food, let alone school, William spent his days in the library . . . and figured out 

how to bring electricity to his village. Persevering against the odds, William built a functioning windmill out of 

junkyard scraps, and thus became the local hero who harnessed the wind.  

The Riddle of the Compass: The Invention That Changed the World by Amir D. Aczal 

 In Amalfi sometime in the twelfth century, the compass was born, crowning the Italians as the new rulers of the 

seas and heralding the onset of the modern world. Retracing the roots of the compass and sharing the 

fascinating story of navigation through the ages, The Riddle of the Compass is Aczel at his most entertaining 

and insightful. 

 

The Music of Dolphins by Karen Hesse 

After rescuing an adolescent girl from the sea, researchers learn she has been raised by dolphins and attempt to 

rehabilitate her to the human world. 

Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell 

This is the gripping story of young Karana, who survives by herself for eighteen years on a deserted island off 

the California coast. 

 

Honus & Me (Baseball Card Adventures) by Dan Gutman 

Joe Stoshack lives for baseball. He knows everything there is to know about the game — except how to play 

well.  

Jackie & Me (Baseball Card Adventures) by Dan Gutman 

Like every other kid in his class, Joe Stoscack has to write a report on an African American who's made an 

important contribution to society. Unlike every other kid in his class, Joe has a special talent: with the help of 

old baseball cards, he can travel through time. 



 


