
Summer Reading 2017 
Incoming Grades 3 & 4 

Ancillae-Assumpta Academy 
 

Dear Summer Readers, 
 
Summer is a fabulous time to relax and read. This summer’s reading list 
encourages you to do just that with the theme of “Pick a Pair.”  This year the books 
have been paired by theme, genre, or author.  Select pairs of books that interest 
you.  As you read, make connections between characters, settings, themes, plots, 
or writing styles of the books. 
 
For your summer assignment: 
 

1. Choose one of the pairs of books you have read from 
the reading list. 

2. Complete the graphic organizer on the provided 
paper. 

3. Bring the graphic organizer to school in September.  
You will use it for a class assignment. 

 
Check out these titles at your local library or at a bookstore 
near you.  Have a wonderful summer, and may the books you choose take you 
on many adventures! 

 

 

 

Pick a pair of book, experience twice the mystery 
 Find characters and adventure that mirror history. 

 
Pick a pair of books, double the fantasy of tales. 

Read biographies of heroes who have forged their own trails. 
 

Pick a pair of books. Make the critical connection. 
Extend beyond the page, with two times the selection. 

 
Pick a pair of books! 

 
 

 
 



 

 

Third and Fourth Grades  (Choose one pair) 

 

Raymie Nightingale by Kate DiCamillo.  

New friends Raymie, Beverly, and Louisiana endeavor to find their places in the world. Raymie 

thinks if she wins the Little Miss Central Florida competition then she can bring back her Dad. 

The three girls form an unlikely friendship that challenges each of them to come to the rescue in 

unexpected ways. 

The Best School Year Ever by Barbara Robinson 

The Worst Kids in the History of the World! 

When anything goes wrong at Woodrow Wilson Elementary School, from the hexing of Bus 

Six to the mysterious disappearance of the kindergarten gerbil, it's sure to have a Herdman 

behind it. The Herdmans are more than famous -- they're outlaws. They smoke cigars, lie, and 

set fire to things, and that's only when they bother to come to school! 

 

James and the Giant Peach by Roald Dahl  

When James spills some magic green crystals by an old peach tree, a giant peach grows and 

strange, marvelous things begin to happen. 

The BFG by Roald Dahl 

Kidsnatched from her orphange by a BFG (Big Friendly Giant), who spends his life blowing 

happy dreams to children, Sophie concocts with him a plan to save the world from nine other 

man-gobbling cannybull giants. 

 

The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo 

This book is about the adventures of Desperaux Tilling, a small mouse of unusual talents, the 

princess that he loves, the servant girl who longs to be a princess, and a devious rat determined 

to bring them all to ruin. 

The Secret Keepers by Trenton Lee Stewart.  

When 12-year-old Reuben finds a peculiar, magical watch that has the power to turn its owner 

invisible, he’s propelled on the adventure of a lifetime. 

 

The Doll People by Ann M. Martin 

A family of porcelain dolls that has lived in the same house for one hundred years is taken 

aback when a new family of plastic dolls arrives and doesn't follow The Doll Code of Honor. 

The Borrowers by Mary Norton  

The Borrowers—the Clock family: Homily, Pod, and their fourteen-year-old daughter, Arrietty, 

to be precise—are tiny people who live underneath the kitchen floor of an old English country 

manor. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The War With Grandpa by Robert Kimmel Smith 

When Grandpa Jack moves in with the family, he and Peter battle over the rights to Peter’s 

room. Peter gets a chance to tell his side of the story when his teacher give the class a writing 

assignment.  

The Lemonade War by Jacqueline Davies 

Fourth-grader Evan Treski is people-smart. He’s good at talking with people, even grownups. 

His younger sister, Jessie, on the other hand, is math-smart, but not especially good with people. 

So when the siblings’ lemonade stand war begins, there really is no telling who will win—or 

even if their fight will ever end. 

 

Flora and Ulysses by Kate DiCamillo 

It begins, as the best superhero stories do, with a tragic accident that has unexpected 

consequences. The squirrel never saw the vacuum cleaner coming, but Flora is just the right 

person to step in and save him. 

The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate 

Having spent 27 years behind glass walls of his enclosure. Ivan has grown accustomed to 

humans watching him. He hardly ever think of the jungle anymore. Instead, Ivan occupies 

himself with television, his friends Stella and Bob, and painting. When he meets Ruby, a baby 

elephant, he is forced to see their home and his art through new eyes. This is a great story of 

unexpected friendship. 

 

Gone Crazy in Alabama by Rita Williams-Garcia 

Delphine, Vonetta, and Fern Gaither are back! With Delphine in charge, the trio --- now 12, 10 

and 8 years of age, respectively --- head to Alabama to spend the summer of 1969 with their 

grandmother (Big Ma) and great-grandmother (Ma Charles). Obviously, the Deep South is 

nothing like Brooklyn, New York. There are a slew of unexpected experiences. 

P.S. Be Eleven by Rita Williams Garcia  

This is a moving, funny story of three sisters growing up in the Bedford-Stuyvesant 

neighborhood of Brooklyn amid the radical change of the 1960s. 

 

Year of Billy Miller by Kevin Henkes 

Seven-year-old Billy Miller starts second grade with a bump on his head and a lot of worries, 

but by the end of the year he has developed good relationships with his teacher, his little sister, 

and his parents and learned many important lessons. 

Charlie Bumper vs. Teacher of the Year by Bill Harley 

Charlie Bumpers is sure he does not stand a chance of getting along with his fourth grade 

teacher and despite his best efforts to be neat and well-behaved, he always seems to be in 

trouble until he discovers her secret. 

 

 

 

 



Night of the Twisters by Ivy Ruckman. 

Twelve-year-old Dan Hatch and his best friend, Arthur, don't think much of a warning. After 

all, tornado warnings are a way of life during the summer in Grand Island, Nebraska. But soon  

enough, the wind begins to howl, and the lights and telephone stop working. Dan, his baby  

brother, and Arthur have only seconds to get to the basement before the monstrous twister is on  

top of them. Little do they know that even if they do survive the storm, their ordeal will have  

only just begun. 

I Survived the Japanese Tsunami by Lauren Tarshis 

Visiting his dad's hometown in Japan four months after his father's death would be hard enough 

for Ben. But one morning the pain turns to fear: first, a massive earthquake rocks the quiet 

coastal village, nearly toppling his uncle's house. Then the ocean waters rise and Ben and his 

family are swept away-and pulled apart-by a terrible tsunami. 

 

When the Sea turned to Silver by Grace Lin 

Pinmei's gentle, loving grandmother always has the most exciting tales for her granddaughter 

and the other villagers. However, the peace is shattered one night when soldiers of the Emperor 

arrive and kidnap the storyteller. 

Starry River of The Sky by Grace Lin 

The moon is missing, but only a young boy named Rendi seems to notice! Rendi has run away 

from home and is now working as a chore boy at the village inn. He can't help but notice the 

village's peculiar inhabitants and their problems-where has the innkeeper's son gone? Why are 

Master Chao and Widow Yan always arguing? What is the crying sound Rendi keeps hearing? 

And how can crazy, old Mr. Shan not know if his pet is a toad or a rabbit? But one day, a 

mysterious lady arrives at the Inn with the gift of storytelling, and slowly transforms the 

villagers and Rendi himself 

 

Notes from a Liar and Her Dog by Gennifer Choldenko 

Twelve-year-old Ant, stuck in a family that she does not like, copes by pretending that her 

"real" parents are coming to rescue her, by loving her dog Pistachio, by volunteering at the zoo, 

and by bending the truth and telling lies. 

Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo 

Ten-year-old India Opal Buloni describes her first summer in the town of Naomi, Florida, and 

all the good things that happen to her because of her big ugly dog Winn-Dixie. 

 

Ragweed by Avi,  

Ragweed is determined to see the world. He leaves his family and cozy country home and sets 

off by train for the big city. What wonders await him 

Poppy and Rye by Avi,  

Heartbroken over the death of her fiancé Ragweed, Poppy, a deer mouse, journeys west through 

the vast Dimwood Forest to bring the sad news to Ragweed's family. But Poppy and her prickly 

porcupine pal, Ereth, arrive only to discover that beavers have flooded the serene valley where 

Ragweed lived. Together Poppy and Ragweed's brother, Rye, brave kidnapping, imprisonment, 

and a daring rescue to fight the beavers. At the same time, Rye -- who has lived in Ragweed's 

shadow -- fights to prove himself worthy of Poppy's love. 



Or pick a pair from the following series: 

 

The Time Warp Trio by John Scieszka 

Follow Jam, Sam, and Fred in a series of amazing adventures as they travel through history 

courtesy of a magical book. 

 

Marvin Redpost by Louis Sachar 

Meet Marvin Redpost and get an honest and humorous view of how kids think and speak. 

 

The Amazing Days of Abby Hayes by Anne Mazer 

Abby Hayes is a fun and quirky fifth grader looking to find her own “super-special” talent. 

 

Shredderman by Wendelin Van Draanen 

Nolan Byrd is Shredderman, a superhero dedicated to truth and justice. 

 

Encyclopedia Brown by Donald J. Sobol 

Leroy Brown, aka Encyclopedia Brown, is Idaville neighborhood’s ten-year-old star detective.  

 

Sideways Stories from the Wayside School by Louis Sachar 

The Wayside School is a place where many wacky things can, and do, happen. 

 

I Survived Series by Lauren Tarshis 

Each book tells the history of an event from the past through the eyes of a child who lived to tell  

the tale. A mix of real history and exciting plots take you into real event that shaped our world. 
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Grades 3 & 4 – Please bring this completed summer reading assignment sheet to the first day of school.  
For all summer reading lists and assignment information, see www.ancillae.org.   


